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The Latest
Happy New Year!  Construction of the North Bala Small Hydro project is in full swing.  As part of our 
ongoing engagement with the community, here's what you need to know about our  activities. 

- Installation of downstream coffer dam (ongoing); 
- Intake channel excavation (ongoing); 
- Site grading & interim road in preparation for excavation of powerhouse. 

Work completed:

Rock excavation
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*D/S=Downstream; U/S=Upstream 
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What's next?
January marks the start of the earthworks phase of construction, which will continue from now until the 
fall.  In January, rock excavation was underway at the intake channel, where water enters the 
powerhouse.  Next, we will be excavating the powerhouse, where the generator will reside.  A new 
temporary entrance and gate will be created from MR 169 to the Project Site.  In February, the upstream 
coffer dam will be removed.  Installation of the downstream coffer dam continues at the tailrace, where 
water exits the power plant.    

Photo from December 2017



Bala Boulder

Swift River has conducted property surveys for neighbours living 
within 200m of the Project Site.  The surveys document the condition 
of properties prior to blasting.  Surveys were conducted in January by 
an independent firm.  The work was carried out by engineers with 
vibration expertise.  Swift River is going above and beyond provincial 
regulatory requirements in commissioning these surveys.  

Blasting will start in March and continue for 2-3 months.  Blasting will 
allow for rock excavation and creation of the lower levels at the 
powerhouse.  More information will be available on our website, 
Twitter, and the February newsletter.  Neighbours will also receive 
direct mail notifications.     

The North Bala Small 
Hydro Project is a  4.7 
Megawatt run-of-river 
waterpower facility at 
Bala's North Dam.  

Project benefits include a 
new park joining the two 
halves of Bala, a new  
observation deck 
overlooking  the Moon 
River, more parking 
spaces, and creation of 
additional fish habitat.   

Construction is 
underway and expected 
to be complete in 2019.

About

Swift River has successfully preserved the century old engravings unearthed at the construction site in 
late 2017.  The 10 ton boulder is made of gneiss, a type of granite typically found in Muskoka.  It was 
separated from the original rock mound using a technique called line drilling.  The original rock mound 
was part of the Canadian Shield, measuring 25 feet wide, 20 feet deep, and 8 feet high.  Over 30 
individuals, including experts and members of the community, contributed their time and expertise in 
this collaborative effort to preserve the engravings for Bala. 

The Bala Boulder is currently at a facility in Gravenhurst awaiting final cosmetic finishing.  The full story 
of the individuals who etched their names in Bala granite over a century ago will be revealed in the 
Spring 2018 ACORN magazine (acornmag.com).   

Swift River is asking for public input on where this piece of Bala history should be placed. Please contact 
us at the coordinates below to have your comments considered. 

Get in touch: 1-877-389-4099     info@balafalls.ca              @balafallshydro     balafalls.ca

Property Condition Surveys


