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The Latest
We enjoyed a brief warm period this February.  Spring is nearly 
around the corner.  Construction of the North Bala Small Hydro 
project has been ongoing since late last year.  Over the next few 
months, we will be focusing on excavation of the powerhouse. As 
part of our ongoing engagement with the community, here's what 
you need to know about our  activities. 

- Powerhouse excavation (ongoing) 
- Removal of upstream coffer dam 
- Downstream coffer dam (ongoing) 

Work completed:

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8  

North Bala Small Hydro Project

COFFER DAM 
UPDATE

Schedule for Blasting

A diver cutting metal under water

Beginning in March and lasting approximately two (2) months, 
we will be conducting carefully controlled blasts to aid in 
excavation of the powerhouse.  Prior to each blast, a thirty (30) 
meter radius safety zone will be secured. Pedestrians and 
moving vehicles are required to stay outside this zone.  The road 
will be closed during this time.  Delays of up to twenty (20) 
minutes can be expected.  Please respect the signs, barriers and 
flagmen that will be directing traffic and pedestrians.  They are 
present to ensure public safety.   

No blasting will occur on Good Friday (Mar 30) and Easter 
Sunday (Apr 1)  

MON-SAT

No Blasting           SUN

9:00 to 9:30, 18:00 to 18:30;



Procedure for Blasting

The upstream coffer dam at Bala's North Dam was successfully 
removed at the end of February.  The operation was executed 
smoothly.  This means that more water can flow over the North Dam 
again.  The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry continues to 
operate the North and South Dam and will likely open the dam to 
manage the water levels upstream and downstream.        

The North Bala Small 
Hydro Project is a  4.7 
Megawatt run-of-river 
waterpower facility at 
Bala's North Dam.  

Project benefits include a 
new park joining the two 
halves of Bala, a new  
observation deck 
overlooking  the Moon 
River, more parking 
spaces, and creation of 
additional fish habitat.   

Construction is 
underway and expected 
to be complete in 2019.

About

As part of the blasting procedure and to ensure public safety, we will 
be using an audible warning system prior to blasting.  The warning 
system will be as follows: 

Get in touch: 1-877-389-4099     info@balafalls.ca              @balafallshydro     balafalls.ca

Coffer Dam Update

STEP 1

BlastSTEP 2

One (1) minute prior to blast: Twelve
(12) audible signals (short whistle)
with a one (1) second interval

STEP 3

All-clear signal confirmed by one (1)
audible signal (long siren) of five (5)
seconds

STEP 4

Waiting time of ten (10) minutes

Once the all-clear signal has 
been given, barriers will be 
removed and the road will be 
reopened for public access. 

Using modern blasting 
techniques, the blast itself will 
be a series of micro blasts that, 
together, last a fraction of a 
second.  No dust or flying 
debris is expected.  The blast 
will sound like a distant 
thunder clap. 

The blasting schedule will be 
posted outside the 
construction office at 3105 
Muskoka Road 169. 

Removing the upstream coffer dam

Underground portion of powerhouse


