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The Latest
Hello summer, welcome 
back!  A lot has changed in 
the last few months on the 
construction site for the 
North Bala Small Hydro 
Project.  Here's a community 
update about our activities. 

- Excavation of power house 
- Excavation of tailrace 
(where water exits the 
power plant) 

Work completed:
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North Bala Small Hydro Project

SAFETY

What's next?
Since February, we have been primarily focused on 
excavation of the powerhouse.  The rock excavated has been 
moved off-site.  Some of this material will be re-used to level 
the terrain for the new park being built next door.   

The powerhouse excavation is 21 meters deep.  Over the 
next few months, we will be pouring 5000 cubic meters of 
concrete to build the powerhouse, enough to fill  2 Olympic 
sized swimming pools. 

Example of a finished project: Wicket gates regulate volume of water moving through
the turbines

Rendering of power house, side view



Water Management Plan
Water levels are 
determined by the Plan.  
Our company will be a 
signatory to and will be 
following the Plan.  The 
MNRF monitors water 
levels daily and determines 
which of the 42 dams need 
to open or close to 
maintain target water 
levels.    

The MNRF currently 
operates the Bala North 
and South dam.  After 
Bala's power plant is up 
and running, our company 
will operate these dams.   

Control at the North and 
South dam will be 
managed using stop logs, 
the traditional method.  
Water moving through our 
power plant will be 
controlled by the wicket 
gates (photo on previous 
page).  The gates 
automatically open and 
close to regulate the 
volume of water passing 
through the generator.     

The North Bala Small 
Hydro Project is a  4.7 
Megawatt run-of-river 
waterpower facility at 
Bala's North Dam.  

Project benefits include a 
new park joining the two 
halves of Bala, a new  
observation deck 
overlooking  the Moon 
River, more parking 
spaces, and creation of 
additional fish habitat.   

Construction is  expected 
to be complete in 2019.

About

The Bala Hydro Project is 
part of the Muskoka River 
Watershed.  There are 42 
dams located within the 
watershed.  Of these, 29 are 
owned/operated by the 
Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry 
(MNRF), 12 are 
owned/operated by private 
companies, and 1 by the 
District Municipality of 
Muskoka.   

The Muskoka River 
Water Management Plan 
governs the appropriate 
water levels throughout the 
spring, summer, fall and 
winter, and the MNRF 
directs how dam operators 
will coordinate to ensure 
this happens.   
  

Get in touch: 1-877-389-4099     info@balafalls.ca              @balafallshydro     balafalls.ca
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We began pouring the 
powerhouse foundation 
mid-June and will 
continue until late fall.  By 
September,  the power 
house structure will be 
visible at ground level 
from Muskoka Road 169. 

When passing by the 
construction site, follow 
the rules, pay attention to 
the signs that have been 
put up. They are there to 
ensure the safety of 
pedestrians and the 
public.  Remember to stay 
a safe distance outside of 
warning signs, buoys, 
booms and barriers when 
fishing, boating or 
swimming.  Stay well back 
from the edge of waters 
above and below 
hydroelectric dams and 
stations. 


