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Spring is finally here and the clocks have sprung forward.  It's such a
treat to experience daylight in the evening.  Construction is coming
along at the North Bala Small Hydro Project.  We are running a few
weeks behind due to weather, understandable given a two year
construction schedule.  In this issue of our newsletter, we will let you
know what to expect in the coming months as the power plant is being
brought online.  
 
 
- Tailrace excavation
- Power house masonry 
- Steel structure/frame insulation

Work completed:

Ready for Spring!

ABOUT: The North Bala Small Hydro Project is a  4.7 Megawatt run-of-river waterpower facility at Bala's North Dam. 

Project benefits include a new park joining the two halves of Bala, a new observation deck overlooking  the Moon River, 

more parking spaces, and creation of additional fish habitat.  The project will reach substantial completion in the

summer of 2019.
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Here's what the community can expect in the coming months:
 
PARKING: The south half of the Portage Landing parking lot
(across from Don's Bakery) will be cleared, cleaned and
available for public use at the end of April and well before
Victoria Day weekend.  The north half of the Shield parking lot
will continue to be used for construction until the project's
completion.  The south half of the parking lot will be available
for the public's use.  We are starting clean up at Diver's Point
and may continue to use the area for storage until the project
completion.   
 
TRAFFIC: The last and final blast for tailrace excavation took
place at the end of March.  There will be no further road
closures due to blasting.  There will continue to be
construction trucks and flag persons at the intersection of MR
169 and Bala Falls Rd.  
 
BUILDING: The majority of the building's external structure is
now complete.  95% of the building's final surfaces, including
doors, windows, canopy, and brick finishing will be installed
by the end of July.  
 
TESTING: A slow start up and incremental testing of the
turbine will begin in June.  
 
The initial testing period will be conducted in the "dry", without
the use of water.  Each of the power plant's electrical and
mechanical system will be tested individually and then
together.  
 
The second part of the testing regime will be conducted in the
"wet".  A minimal amount of water is let through the power
plant for a few hours at a time.  Water levels at Lake Muskoka
and the Moon River will not be affected.
 
Several thousand tests are expected to be conducted until the
power plant is officially declared operational.  Swift River will
be coordinating these tests with the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry for the operation of the North Dam.
 
PARK PLANS: The new park being built next door may start
this year if we have time and weather permits.  Otherwise it
will be completed in the spring of 2020.   The park will be
planted with native species of trees and flowers.

What's next?

Progress of power plant building with roof & insulation underway

Inside powerhouse building, electrical work starting

Final brick samples for building selected and ordered

The Bala Boulder is resting in Gravenhurst,  its final home is the park


