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Swift River Energy Limited began construction on the North Bala 
Small Hydro Project in August.  Construction is in full swing and  
expected to be complete in 2019.  As part of our ongoing engagement 
with the community, here's what you need to know about our  
activities. 

- Installation of upstream coffer dam; 
- Installation of water filtration system; 
- Installation of vibration monitoring system; 
- Concrete work; 
- Clearing of soil and gravel at powerhouse;
- Preparation for excavation of intake channel.

Work completed:

Preservation of fish and fish 
habitat is  a high priority for 
us.  Fish were studied 
extensively prior to 
construction.  Complementing 
on site studies, data dating 
back over 30 years were also 
considered.  Yellow perch, 
bass, walleye, northern pike, 
white sucker and many 
others were documented.  Dur 
ing the initial removal of water
from the coffer dam, over 100 
fish were preserved and 
returned to the Moon River.  
In keeping with our 
commitment to protect the 
environment, we followed 
best practices and protocols.  
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North Bala Small Hydro Project

All excavators working around water use non-toxic biodegradable 
hydraulic oil.  When working around water,  the potential always 
exists for water to seep into the work area.  To maintain a dry area 
for work, the water is pumped out.  Before it returns to the Moon 
River, the water passes through a state of the art filtration system by 
Hoelscher Dewatering from Bolton, Ontario.   

The blue tanks  located in the Shield parking lot allow sediment such 
as mud and debris to settle to the bottom using gravity.  The water 
then passes through a secondary filtration process that removes any 
remaining particulate matter.  
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Mystery Rock Unearthed
While moving soil and gravel, a large rock approximately the size of a 
truck was uncovered.  The rock had 2 engraving containing letters 
and the numbers 1888 and 1919.  Swift River immediately notified our 
experts and the Ministry of Tourism, Culture, and Sport.  These dates 
did not appear in previous archaeological studies.  For now, the rock 
and its engravings remain a mystery.   

While MTCS only asked us to document the finding with a licensed 
archaeologist, we are also considering ways to do more by 
commemorating this finding, recognizing its importance to the 
community.  The public is invited to help solve the mystery of the 
rock by emailing info@balafalls.ca or Tweeting to @BalaFallsHydro 
any information you may have, accompanied with photos and 
supporting documentation.  

Our next major activity is excavation of the intake channel, where 
water will enter the powerhouse.  A downward ramp approximately 
6m deep with a 25 degree incline will be constructed.  This work will 
take place in the upstream coffer dam, located between the North 
Dam and the bridge at MR 169.  Sluices have been temporarily closed 
and will reopen prior to the 2018 spring freshet.  The South Dam has 
sufficient capacity to accommodate winter flows and precipitation in 
a normal year.  Sluices at the North Dam can be reopened if needed.    

Rock hammers and excavators are used during this process.  Little 
activity will be occurring over Christmas as most of us will 
be at home with our families.

The North Bala Small 
Hydro Project is a  4.7 
Megawatt run-of-river 
waterpower facility at 
Bala's North Dam.  

Project benefits include a 
new park joining the two 
halves of Bala, a new  
observation deck 
overlooking  the Moon 
River, more parking 
spaces, and creation of 
additional fish habitat.   

Construction is 
underway and expected 
to be complete in 2019.
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What's Next?

Additional  photos 
and stories of the 
rock and its  
engravings can be 
found at:    

twitter.com/
BalaFallsHydro    


