
North Bala Small Hydro Project

THE LATEST 
Swift River Energy Limited has been authorized to 

proceed with the North Bala Small Hydro Project by 

federal, provincial, municipal, and local regulators. 

Construction began in August and is expected to take up 

to 2 years.  As part of our ongoing engagement activities, 

this is the first of our newsletters to give you what you 

need to know about our construction activities. 

Deliveries of project equipment have been taking 

place, lasting between 5-30 minutes.  During 

deliveries, a flag person is present to ensure smooth 

vehicle flow and the safety of cars and pedestrians. 

 Where possible, deliveries are scheduled outside of 

busy times.  No lane closures are expected this year.    

One lane will be closed for approximately 4 weeks at

the end of 2018 for construction of new parking spots.  

For real time traffic reports, you can follow us on 

Twitter: @BalaFallsHydro or tune in to MooseFM 99.5. 

The coffer dam is currently being installed.  A coffer dam is 

a temporary structure created to section off a small area in the 

water for excavation.  Swift River’s cofferdam is made of steel.  It 

will be bolted to the lake bed and braced. Once installed it will 

rise about 1 meter above the surface of Lake Muskoka. A silt 

curtain has been installed at the base of the North Dam and the 

project site to prevent construction debris and silt from going 

downstream and into the Moon River.  
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Work done to date

What's next?

-  Installation of environment protection measures 

-  Project and crane mobilization 

-  Construction of temporary access to project site 

-  Surveying, preparation of waterbed 

-  Tree clearing 

-  Divers removing debris and sedimentation 

-  Temporary closing of 3 sluices at the North Dam 
Site Plan

View from HW 169 and Bala Falls Rd (artistic rendering)

To minimize environmental impact, non toxic hydraulic oil is used in the large excavators working around 

water.  The oil is biodegradable, not bioaccummulative, and  comes from renewable resources.  



Bala is also getting a new park. The designated green 

space known as ‘Portage Landing’ is being 

rehabilitated. In 1965 with the realignment of HW 169 

the steep embankment made the traditional portage 

route ineffective and severely limited public access to 

the site. Jane Burgess, an architect who specializes in 

heritage preservation was retained to ensure heritage 

features of the ‘Portage Landing’ site are preserved. 

The traditional public uses, landing and launching of 

canoes, picnicking and other recreational uses, are all 

being restored. "The rocky shoreline, and long gently 

sloping flat rocks, traditionally used to launch canoes 

will remain untouched,” Jane explains. 

SITE PLAN 

The new power plant is being built on the same site as 

an older power plant that existed from 1924-1972.  The 

power house was designed by Harvard trained  

architect Karl Stevens under the advisement and input 

of a Design Committee composed of 8 members from 

the public.  A motivating force for the design was to 

connect the two parts of Bala with improved public  

and pedestrian access.  The new building incorporates 

sloped roofs and overhangs often found in Muskoka 

architecture.  The power plant has muted brick 

exteriors and large windows that allow visitors to 

see clean electricity being generated for the region.  

A new observation deck allows for unobstructed views 

of the Moon River and the falls. The facility will also 

have interactive features, including a digital display 

showing how much renewable energy the plant is 

producing for the area.  Each viewport will 

be accompanied by an interpretive panel.  More 

parking spots will be created along HW 169 at Bala 

Falls Rd.  

WHAT'S BEING BUILT? 

Restoration of Portage Landing

Get in touch: 1-877-389-4099     info@balafalls.ca              @balafallshydro

Historic Power Station 1924-1972

View from park (artistic rendering)

Restoration of Portage Landing (artistic rendering)

"The rocky shoreline and long gentle sloping flat rocks 

traditionally used to launch canoes will remain 

untouched"

-- Jane Burgess,  Heritage Architect




